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universe. Our telescopes are a great deal better than the funny
little contraptions with which the contemporaries of Galileo
searched the sky, and incidentally made some of the most re-
markable discoveries. Even so, they arc still very imperfect, and
until we improve our lenses a thousand-fold we shall not make
much headway. Therefore, when we talk about the universe,
what we really mean is " that small part of the universe which
is visible and which has come under human observation, or under
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the observation of those sensitive photographic plates which are
substituted nowadays for the human eye." As to the rest of the
universe, the still invisible part, alas, we know nothing about it.
And what is worse, we dare not even guess.
Among all those millions of luminaries which are our more
immediate neighbours there are only two which influence our
own existence in a very direct and noticeable fashion, and those
two arc the sun and the moon. The sun, because he provides
our planet with heat and light and helps to produce that strange
aquatic phenomenon which we know as the * tides'; the moon,
because she takes a larger part in influencing the behaviour of the
ocean, being so much nearer to the earth.
The moon is really quite near to us. Therefore, although it
is much smaller than the sun (if we represent the sun by our
familiar out-sized globe of three feet diameter, the earth would